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Abstract: The electromagnetic metrology Commission A of the Union of Radio Science International
(URSI) is about to draft a resolution about continuing Coordinate Universal Time (UTC) in 2020. During the
period of time for taking advice, China Commit of URSI expressed its oppositive opinion. This drew much at-
tention in the URSI, and led to a debate about whether inserting leap second into UTC is necessary or not. This
paper revealed here the nature of the problem about UTC’s leap second and time continuity, introduced the

views pro and con, and compared the initial and final drafts of the statement by URSI. The oppositive opinion
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from China created significant impact on the resolution of the international organization and the emending of the
international time rule.

Key words: leap second; coordinate universal time(UTC); universal time(UT1); international atomic
time(TAIl); inertial coordinate; non-inertial coordinate
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