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Genesis and development of Beijing Time

DOU Zhong
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Abstract ; Systematically chronicles the genesis and development of China’s standard time—*“Beijing
Time”. The introduction of “China Coast Time” during the late Qing Dynasty marked the beginning;in
1918, the Republic of China period divided the nation into five time zones, initiating China’s integration
with international standard time. During the War of Resistance Against Japan,a multi-system coexistence
emerged: “Chongqing Time” in Kuomintang-controlled areas, Tokyo Standard Time in Japanese-occupied
zones,and “Yan’an Time” in Liberated Areas. After the founding of the People’s Republic of China,the
concept of “Beijing Time” was established and naturally disseminated nationwide. Technically, China
established a Universal Time(UT) system in 1959. During the construction of the BPL System in 1975, the
establishment of an Atomic Time(TA) system was proposed. By the late 1970s, the system was completed
and transitioned to Coordinated Universal Time(UTC). Published in the Bereau International de L.’ Heure
(BIH) Time Circular in 1980. which is generated, maintained, and disseminated by the National Time
Service Center of Chinese Academy of Sciences. Today, Beijing Time achieves world-leading precision and
makes a substantial contribution to International Atomic Time. Its development stands as a testament to
China’s scientific advancement and national governance capabilities.
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